
COUNTY OF MENARD ) 
    ) S.S. 
STATE OF ILLINOIS ) 
 
The Menard County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday, April 14, 2026, at 6:00 
PM at the Menard County Courthouse, 102 South Seventh Street, Petersburg, Illinois.  
Commissioners Ed Whitcomb, Troy Cummings, Rich Brauer, Dalton Whitley, and Rod 
Riech were physically present.  A quorum was present. County Coordinator Dara 
Worthington, State’s Attorney Gwen Thomas, County Clerk Marty Gum, and County 
Treasurer Molly Bettis were also physically present.  
 
Commissioner Brauer moved to approve the Consent Agenda which consisted of the 
Regular Board Minutes and the Executive Session Minutes from March 26, 2026, along 
with the monthly department expense reports from March 2026.  Commissioner Whitley 
seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Scheduled/Unscheduled Guests  
 
There were no scheduled or unscheduled guests. 
 
Scheduled County Elected Officials & Staff 
 
County Engineer’s Report/Request for Board Action 
 
In his absence, Engineer Dowd provided a written report which was provided for the 
commissioners. 
 
County Sheriff’s Report/Request for Board Action 
 
Sheriff Mark Oller was in attendance.  Oller reported that the current jail census was 13 
inmates consisting of ten males and three females.  One hold is for Cass County.  An 
update was provided on the following: interim deputy and training academy, crash 
reenactment at PORTA High School, possible landscaping at the Annex, new signage 
for the Annex, and possible auctioning of surplus county goods.  It was the consensus 
of the commissioners that Oller proceed with the auction. 
 
County Treasurer’s Report/Request for Board Action 
 
Treasurer Molly Bettis was in attendance.  Bettis reported that the 2026 tax bills would 
have a new design because of new laws.  An update was provided on the FY23 audit 
and the Annual Financial Report for the Comptroller, the new server, and installation of 
inexpensive technology to assist with collection of property taxes. 
 
 
 
 



County Clerk’s Report/Request for Board Action 
 
County Clerk Marty Gum was in attendance.  Gum reported that the Supervisor of 
Assessments had rolled data to her office. 
 
County State’s Attorney/Request for Board Action 
 
State’s Attorney Gwen Thomas was in attendance.  Thomas informed the 
commissioners that the courts were transitioning to the jury docket for possible May 11 
jury trials. 
 
County Coordinator’s Report/Requests for Board Action 
 
Coordinator Dara Worthington was in attendance. Worthington requested that payment 
be made to the Sangamon County Department of Public Health for the May Public Health 
Services.  Commissioner Whitley made a motion to approve the payment.  Commissioner 
Riech seconded.  The motion carried unanimously.  A request was made for Executive 
Session minutes from September 10, 2019, and October 8, 2019, to remain closed while 
Executive Session minutes from March 14, 203, September 9, 2025, and October 14, 
2025, be opened.  Commissioner Riech made a motion as recommended and 
Commissioner Cummings seconded.  The motion carried unanimously.  
 
The March 2026 Menard County Animal Control Report by community was provided to 
the commissioners.   
 
Worthington provided an update on the approved shredding of old Health Department 
records, the DCEO grant being closed out and awaiting the final payment of grant funds, 
IT costs for the Annex/Courthouse, possible battery recycling, the Electronics Recycling 
event scheduled for Saturday, April 25, work completed on the exterior of Sunny Acres 
Nursing Home, the workers’ compensation audit, and review of remote meeting 
attendance. 
 
Individual Board of Commissioners’ Reports/Requests for Board Action 
 
Commissioner Brauer provided an update on the UCCI Legislative Conference he 
attended. 
 
Other Scheduled Topics 
 
There were no other topics that were presented to the commissioners. 
 
Executive Session 
 
At 6:28 PM, Commissioner Brauer made a motion to enter Executive Session as allowed 
by ILCS 120/2 (C)(11) Litigation.  Commissioner Riech seconded the motion.  The motion 
carried unanimously. 



 
Adjournment 
 
With no other business coming before the Board, Commissioner Whitley moved to 
adjourn the meeting at 6:54 PM.   Commissioner Riech seconded the motion.  The motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
 


